
 

 

The City Commission has recently amended policy to no longer assess for sidewalk or storm sewer 

construction, if those improvements are included in the final design of Wing Avenue. 

 

Farmhouse Exemption for Public Utilities  

� Frontage fee is capped for water and sewer connections.   

 The City of Walker caps frontage at 125 feet. 

� If a parcel were split in the future, the remaining frontage costs  

 would become due. 

� Based on the City of Grand Rapids’ current rates, the  
 connection costs for a 125-foot frontage would be $17,050 for  

 sewer and $15,975 for water. 

� Ask City staff for your specific frontage/costs. 
 

Sanitary Sewer Considerations  

� Connection cost would only need to be paid upon connection.   
It does not become due if/when a property is sold. 

� If a septic system fails and sanitary sewer is available within 200 

feet, the Kent County Health Department will not issue a permit 

for a new septic system. Ask City staff for your specific setback. 
� In 1991, a number of septic systems failed along Paris Park 

Drive, prompting sanitary sewer construction to serve those 

properties. 

� Based on the configuration of the sanitary sewer on 52nd Street, 
sanitary sewer construction is required at the north end of Wing 

Avenue at a minimum to serve future development along Breton 

Avenue north of the Paul Henry Trail. 
 

Water Main Considerations  

� Connection cost would only need to be paid upon connection.  It does not  
 become due if/when a property is sold. 

� A new well can be installed unless water of sufficient quality or volume is  

 not available, as determined by the Health Department.   

� Looping the system provides improved water quality, reliability and  

 capacity/pressure for those already connected. 
� Water main would provide fire protection for the corridor, regardless of  

 whether anyone connects.  This will lower insurance rates. 

 

 

Storm Sewer Considerations  

� Concrete curbing support the pavement edge, improving its longevity.  It also makes the 

road feel narrower, which helps to reduce speeds. 
� Storm sewer is more efficient at draining the roadbed, which improves the longevity of the 

pavement.  

� A curbed cross section with storm sewer reduces the impact on trees and provides more 

area for new tree planting.  

� The city recently amended policy and no longer assesses storm sewer to property 
owners.  


